Chapter 1 Outline
I. What is government?

A. government is the institution though which a society makes and enforces its public policies.

B.  Public policies of a government are all of those things a government decides to do.

1. Government must have the power to order and carry out p
public policies.


2. There are three basic kinds of power



a. Legislative power: the power to make law. 



b. Executive power: to execute and enforce laws.



c. Judicial power: the power to interpret laws.

C. a constitution is a body of fundamental laws setting out principals

D. a dictatorship leaves the ultimate responsibility to exercise powers           to one person

E. a democracy leaves the responsibility to the people

     II. The State.

A. The state can be defined as a body of people, living in a defined territory, organized politically, and with the power to make and enforce law with constant authority.

B. There are Four characteristics that all states share

  
1. Population


2. Territory


3. Sovereignty 


4.  Government

     III. Major Political ideas 

A. There is many theories concerning the origin of the state

1. The force Theory

a. States that the first state was formed because of warring and forceful control.

2. The evolutionary theory 

    b. the state developed naturally from an early family


 3.  The divine right theory

 

    c. God created the state by giving royal families

    dominion over mortals.

3. The social contract theory

    d. people made mutual agreements to create a state to protect themselves.

    IV. The Purpose of government

A. Form a more perfect Union

B. Establish Justice

C. Insure domestic tranquility 

D. Provide for the common defense

E. Promote the general welfare

F. Secure the blessings of liberty
    V. Distribution of power


A. four basic forms of government exist  


1. Unitary Government

a. A centralized government, all powers belong to a central group



2. Federal government

b. the powers of the government are divided between central and local groups



3. Confederate government




         c. is an alliance between independent states

     VI. Relationship between legislative and executive branches 


A. Presidential government 

1. the executive and the legislative branches are separate



B. Parliamentary Government 

2. the executive is made up of the prime minister or premier and the official’s cabinet

    VII. Foundations of Democracy

A. Worth of an individual
a. democracy is based on the fundamental importance of the individual

          B. Equality of all persons

          b. all people should be should be treated with equality

C. Majority rule, minority rights

c. The larger mass of people decide on the government, but the minorities are still protected through their fundamental rights.



D. Necessity of Compromise

a. Compromise makes the bridge between one side and another

VIII. Democracy and the Free Enterprise System


A. How the system works.
1. law of supply and democracy
a. when supplies of goods and services  become plentiful, prices tend to drop

            B. Government and the free enterprise system 




1. Mixed economy 

b. government serves us by protecting the public and the preserve the private enterprises

