Steve Splan

Steven Aurit

Sherry Ball

Ben Gartland

Ch. 06 O


Chapter 6: Voters and Voter Behavior

Section 1: The Right to Vote

I. The History of Voting Rights

A. Suffrage/Franchise: the right to vote

B. Electorate: the number of eligible voters in the United States

C. History of American suffrage since 1789 has been marked by two long-term trends

1. the nation has experienced the gradual elimination of several restrictions on the right to vote

2. a significant share of what was originally the States’ power over the right to vote has gradually been assumed by the Federal Government

D. Five Stages of Extending Suffrage

1. extend voting rights came

2. broaden the electorate followed the Civil War

3. 19th Amendment prohibited the denial of the right to vote because of sex

4. federal legislation and court decision focused on securing African Americans a full role in the electorate process in all States

5. adoption of the 26th Amendment, provides that no State can set the minimum age for voting at more than 18 years of age

II. The Power to Set Voting Qualifications

A. Restrictions on how the States use the power

1. any person whom a State allows to vote for members of the “most numerous branch” of its own legislature must also be allowed to vote for representatives and senators in Congress

2. no State can deprive any person of the right to vote

3. no State can deprive any person of the right to vote on the account of sex

4. no State can require payment of any tax

5. no State can deprive any person who is at least 18 years of age the right to vote

Section 2: Voter Qualifications

I. Universal Requirements

A. Citizenship

B. Residence

1. States adopted residence requirements for two reasons

a. to keep a political machine from importing enough outsiders to affect the outcome of local elections

b. to allow new voters at least some time to become familiar with the candidates and issues in an election

2. Transient: persons living in a states only for a short time

C. Age

II. Other Qualifications

A. Registration: a procedure of voter identification intended to prevent fraudulent voting

1. voters register

a. his or her name

b. age

c. place of birth

d. present address

e. length of residence

f. similar facts

2. purging: the process by which election officials review the voter registry and remove those who are no longer able to vote in an area

3. poll books: the books that have the list of registered voters

4. “Motor Voter Law” requires

a. allow all eligible citizens to register to vote when they apply for or renew a driver’s license

b. provide for voter registration by mail

c. make registration forms available at the local offices of State employment

B. Literacy: a person’s ability to read or write

C. Tax Payment

D. Poll Tax: several states require a tax for the ability to vote in an election until the 14th Amendment

E. Persons Denied the Vote

Section 3: Suffrage and Civil Rights

I. The Fifth Amendment

A. African American voters

B. Violence

C. Gerrymandering: the practice of drawing electoral district lines in order to limit the voting strength of a particular group

D. Primaries Smith vs. Allwright
II. Early Civil Rights Legislation

A. Civil Rights Act of 1957

B. Civil Rights Act of 1960

C. Civil Rights Act of 1964

D. Injunction: court order that either compels or restrains the performance of some act by a private individual or by a public official

E. Voting Rights Act of 1965

1. Preclearance: no new election laws and no changes to existing election laws could go into effect without approval by Dept. of Justice

2. Amendments to the Act

3. Oregon vs. Mitchell
Section 4: Voter Behavior

I. NonVoters

II. The Size of the Problem

A. Off-Year Election: the congressional elections held in the even-numbered years between presidential elections

B. Ballot Fatigue

III. Why People Do Not Vote

A. Cannot-Voters

1. resident aliens

2. ill or disabled

3. traveling

4. religious beliefs

5. jail/prison

B. Actual Nonvoters

1. don’t want to vote

2. don’t care about the political world

3. political efficacy: lack any sense of their own influence or effectiveness in politics

C. Factors Affecting Turnout

D. Cumbersome Election Procedures

1. inconvenient registration requirements

2. long ballots

3. long line

E. Comparing Voters to Nonvoters

1. Likely to Vote Characteristics

a. high income

b. education

c. occupational status

d. long-time residents

e. sense of party identification

2. Less likely to vote characteristics

a. under 35 years old

b. unmarried

c. unskilled

d. live in south rural areas

IV. Voters and Voting Behaviors

A. Studying Voting Behaviors

1. Results of particular elections

2. The field survey research

3. Studies of Political Socialization: the process by which people gain their political attitudes and opinions

B. Factors that Influence Voters

1. Voter’s Personal Characteristics

a. age

b. race

c. income

d. occupation

e. education

f. religion

2. Voter’s Group Affiliations

a. family

b. co-workers

c. friends

V. Sociological Factors

A. Income/Occupation

1. High Income = Republican Party

2. Lower Income = Democratic Party

B. Education

C. Higher % vote Republican = college graduates

D. Gender Age

1. Gender Gap: measurable difference between the partisan choices of men and women today

2. Men vs. Women

a. abortion

b. health care

c. social welfare

d. military involvements

3. Young vs. Old

a. younger = Democratic

b. older = GOP candidates

4. Religious/Ethnic Background

a. Protestants = GOP

b. Catholics and Jews = Democratic

c. African Americans = Democratic

d. Latinos = Democratic

e. Cuban, Mexican, and Puerto Rican = Democratic

5. Geography

a. Country

b. State

c. Locale

6. Family and Other Groups

VI. Psychological Factors

A. Party Identification: the loyalty of people to a particular political party

B. Straight-ticket voting: practice of voting for candidates of only one party in an election

C. Split-ticket Voting: practice of voting for the candidates of more than one party in an election

D. Independents: used to identify people who have no party affiliation

E. Candidates and Issues

