Chapter 13 Vocabulary

Section 1 Vocabulary

Chief of state - Term for the President as the ceremonial head of the United States, the symbol of all the people of the nation.

 Chief executive- Term for the President as vested with the executive power of the United States.

Chief administrator- Term for the President as head of the administration of the Federal Government.

Chief diplomat- Term for the President as the main architect of foreign policy and spokesperson to other countries.

Commander in chief- Term for the President as commander of the nation’s armed forces.

Chief legislator- Term for the President as architect of public policy and the one who sets the agenda for Congress.

Chief of party- Term for the President as the leader of his or her political party.

Chief citizen- Term for the President as the representative of the people, working for the public interest.

Section 2 Vocabulary

Presidential succession- Scheme by which a presidential vacancy is filled.

Presidential Succession Act of 1947- Law specifying the order of presidential succession following the Vice President.

Balance the ticket- When a presidential candidate chooses a running mate who can strengthen his chance of being elected by virtue of certain ideological, geographic, racial, ethnic, gender, or other characteristics.

Section 3 Vocabulary

Presidential electors- A person elected by the voters to represent them in making a formal selection of the Vice President and President

Electoral votes- Votes cast by electors in the Electoral College.

Electoral College- Group of persons chosen in each State and the District of Columbia every four years who make a formal selection of the Presidential and Vice President. 

Section 4 Vocabulary

Presidential primary- An election in which a party’s voters (1) choose State party organization’s delegates to their party’s national convention, and/or (2) express a preference for their party’s presidential nomination.

Winner-take-all- An almost obsolete system whereby a presidential aspirant who won the preference vote in a primary automatically won all the delegates chosen in the primary.

Proportional representation (rule)- Rule applied in Democratic primaries whereby any candidate who wins at least 15 percent of the votes gets the number of State Democratic convention delegates based on his or her share of that primary vote.

National convention- Meeting at which a part’s delegates vote to pick their presidential and vice-presidential candidates.

Platform- A political party’s formal statement f basic principles, stands on major issues, and objectives.

Keynote address- Speech given at a party convention to set the tone for the convention and the campaign to come.

Section 5 Vocabulary

District plan- Proposal for choosing presidential electors by which two electors would be selected in each State according to the statewide popular vote and the other electors would be selected separately in each of he State’s congressional districts.

Proportional plan- Proposal by which each presidential candidate would receive the same share of a State’s electoral vote as he or she received in the State’s popular vote.

Direct popular election- Proposal to do away with the Electoral College and allow the people to vote directly for President and Vice-President.

Electorate- All of the people entitled to vote in a given election.

National bonus plan- Proposal for electing a President by which the winner of the popular vote would receive a bonus of 102 electoral votes in addition to his or her State-based Electoral College votes. If no one received at least 321 electoral votes, a run-off election would be held.

Other Vocabulary

Ad hoc structure- A method in which the president organizes his personal staff that employs task forces, committees, and informal groups of friends dealing directly with him.

Budget Reform Act of 1974- A congressional effort to control presidential impoundments. It requires, among other things, that the president spend all appropriated funds unless he first tells Congress which funds he wishes not to spend and Congress, within forty-five days, agrees to delete the items. If he wishes simply to delay spending money, he need only inform Congress, but Congress in turn can refuse the delay by passing a resolution requiring immediate release of the funds.

Cabinet- By custom, the heads of the fourteen major executive departments who meet to discuss matters with the president. These "secretaries" receive their positions by presidential nomination and confirmation by the Senate. They can be removed at the will of the president.

Circular structure- A method in which the president organizes his personal staff that has cabinet secretaries and assistants reporting directly to the president.

Direct democracy- A form of democracy in which the people legislate for themselves.

Divided government A government in which one party controls the White House and a different party controls one or both houses of Congress.

Executive agencies- Federal agencies that are part of the executive branch but outside the structure of cabinet departments. Their heads typically serve at the pleasure of the president and can be removed at the president's discretion.

Executive Office of the President- Executive agencies that report directly to the president and whose purpose is to perform staff services for the president. Top positions are filled by presidential nomination with Senate confirmation.

Executive privilege- A claim by the president entitling him to withhold information from the courts or Congress. In 1973, the Supreme Court ruled that such a claim is valid when sensitive military or diplomatic matters are involved, but it refused to recognize an "absolute unqualified" presidential privilege of immunity.

Impeachment- A form of indictment voted on by the House of Representatives. It can be brought against the president, the vice president, and all "civil officers" of the federal government. To be removed from his or her position, the impeached officer must be convicted by a two-thirds vote of the Senate.

Impoundment- The refusal of the president to spend money appropriated by Congress. The Constitution is silent on this power, but the Budget Reform Act of 1974 limits the president's ability to impound funds.

Independent agencies- Federal agencies that are part of the executive branch but outside the structure of cabinet departments. Their heads typically serve fixed terms of office and can be removed only for cause.

Inherent powers- Powers not specified in the Constitution which the president claims. These powers are asserted by virtue of office.

Lame duck- A politician whose power has been diminished because he or she is about to leave office as a result of electoral defeat or statutory limitation.

Legislative veto- A method by which Congress in a law allows either one or both houses to block a proposed executive action. It is frequently used for presidential reorganization plans of the executive branch. These vetoes were declared unconstitutional in 1981.

Office of Management and Budget- Created as the Bureau of the Budget in 1921, the OMB was reorganized in 1970. It assembles and analyzes the national budget submitted to Congress by the president. Additional duties include studying the organization and operation of the executive branch, devising plans for reorganizing departments and agencies, developing ways of getting better information about government programs, and reviewing proposals that cabinet departments want included in the president's legislative program.

Perks- A short form of the term "perquisites," meaning the fringe benefits of office.

Pocket veto- One of two ways for a president to disapprove a bill sent to him by Congress. If the president does not sign the bill within ten days of receiving it, and Congress has adjourned within that time, the bill does not become law.

Presidential coattails- The charismatic power of a president which enables congressional candidates of the same party to ride into office on the strength of his popularity. This influence has declined in recent elections.

Prime minister- The head of government in a parliamentary system. Chosen by the legislature, this official selects the other ministers of government from among the members of parliament and remains in power as long as his or her party has a majority of seats in the legislature, as long as the assembled coalition holds together, or until the next scheduled election.

Pyramid structure- A method in which the president organizes his personal staff that has most assistants reporting through a hierarchy to a chief of staff.

Recissions- Presidential recommendations to cut parts of appropriations bills; a 1996 law allows the president's Recissions to go into effect unless they are overridden by a two-thirds vote in Congress.

Representative democracy- A form of government in which the people elect representatives to act on their behalf.

Twenty-fifth Amendment- A constitutional amendment ratified in 1967 which deals with presidential disability. It provides that the vice president is to serve as acting president whenever the president declares he is unable to discharge the duties of office or whenever the vice president and a majority of the cabinet declare the president incapacitated. If the president disagrees, a two-thirds vote of Congress is needed to confirm that the president is unable to execute his duties. The amendment also deals with a vacancy in the vice presidency by allowing the president to nominate a new vice president subject to confirmation by a majority vote of both houses.

Twenty-second Amendment- A constitutional amendment ratified in 1951 which limits presidents to two terms of office.

Unified government- A government in which the same party controls the presidency and both houses of Congress.

Veto message- A statement the president sends to Congress accompanying a refusal to sign a bill passed by both houses. It indicates the president's reasons for the veto. A two-thirds vote of both houses overrides the veto.

White House Office Personal assistants to the president with offices in the White House- These aides oversee the political and policy interests of the president and do not require Senate confirmation for appointment. They can be removed at the discretion of the president.
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