Terms and Definitions

Inferior courts-  the lower federal courts

Jurisdiction-  the authority of a court to hear a case

Exclusive Jurisdiction-  cases only heard in federal courts

Concurrent jurisdiction-  federal and states both have power to hear cases

Plaintiff-  the person who files suit

Defendant-  the person whom the complaint is against

Original jurisdiction-  the court in which a case is first heard

Appellate jurisdiction-  a court that hears a case on appeal from a lower court

Criminal case-  where the defendant is tried for committing some action that congress has declared by law to be a federal crime.

Civil case-  noncriminal matter such as dispute over terms of a contract or infringement

Docket-  lists of cases to be heard

Writ of certiorari-  to be made more certain

Certificate-  for use to reach supreme court by the court not understanding the procedure or rule of law that should be applied to the case.

Majority opinion-  the Opinion of the court

Precedent-  the example to followed in similar cases

Concurring opinion-  to add or emphasize a point that was not made in the mojortiy opinion

Dissenting opinion-  the opinions of the judges that did not agree with the majority

Redress-  satisfaction of a claim payment

Courts-martial-  not part of the federal court system and serve the special disciplinary needs of the armed forces

